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 The recent announcement by the Central de Trabajadores de Cuba for the reduction of 500,000 jobs in the coming months in the mainstream state sector of the economy has been beating strongly again alarms in a population already affected the in itself low standard of living of at least one-tenth of its inhabitants in the immediate future. 

 The figure, scary, spooky shows to know that once you reach this number (to be fulfilled in the first quarter of next year) will continue the wave of layoffs to a total of between one million, one million three hundred thousand workers, at that time will then be the fourth of the population is affected, a brief analysis of the data on population and economically active population provided by the National Statistics Office of Cuba (a) gives us a better idea of the magnitude of the problem: 
- For the year 2008 (Statistical Yearbook data) the Cuban population reached 11,236,099 inhabitants, of whom 5,027,900 are defined as economically active and busy (working) 4948200, 44% of the population. La cifra total de desocupados se sitúa en 79.700 para una tasa de 1.6%, una de las más bajas del mundo. The total number of unemployed stood at 79,700 for a rate of 1.6%, one of the lowest in the world. 
-The ratio: total population / working population is at 2.27, that is, every Cuban worker is breadwinner of 2.27 persons. 
-A massive unemployment for half a million workers will immediately affect 1,135,372 (one million one hundred and thirty-five thousand three hundred seventy-two) Cubans, or 10% of the total population. 
-The elimination of jobs to reach the figure of 1,300,000 directly affect an estimated 2.951 million (2.951 million) Cuban, a quarter of the population. 

Paradoxically, this time corresponded to the union only Cuban and not employers do the unpleasant job of giving the news disguised by the euphemism of "economic update" without indicating that such action is the result of what is universally known as "economic disaster." 
 What will be the final destination of the soon dismissed, how to ensure family support in a country steeped in a chronic economic crisis with no immediate prospect of solution and how to "escape" (survive) when missing the meager salaries that at least ensured a minimum level of subsistence and civilization?, what to do with the thousands of young people entering the job market each year who are now ex-future workers?, are questions currently addressed constantly ordinary Cubans used to living that although hardship in distress for decades is now, following this announcement, the possibility of being suddenly pushed to live in poverty. 
 The answer to these questions does not appear clear, only a warm invitation to fill vacancies in segments deficit in the labor (agriculture, construction, police, teachers) sectors dragged the uncomfortable burden of low wages and / or very little chance of realization and raising the standard of family life, what has become very unattractive as an option for work to date, or the incorporation into economic segments known as "employed persons" and "cooperative", a motif used by semantic Cuban nomenclature to describe what economists called "simple commodity production" or in these parts as or close to the "informal economy" (b), nothing new in itself, comes from the sixteenth or seventeenth centuries, is characterized by : 
-- Private ownership of the means of production (that's about the class "capitalist") 
-- Personal or family work of producers (typically does not involve the participation of wage employment, there is no "goodwill") and in this sense is closer to the "proletariat", but in the Cuban case is to allow the recruitment labor on a limited basis. Es el modelo económico clásico de los pequeños campesinos, artesanos y comerciantes. It is the classic economic model of small farmers, artisans and merchants. 
 The latter is the road map by which the current Cuban society leaders claim will fly a significant portion of the economy with which to meet the pressing material needs of the population, of course, is to see how it will combine the ruling undermined a socialist economy in the last five decades with the graft extended primary capitalist economy, monetary and trade relations between them and society as a whole, the legal basis on which must be supported, tax-tax mechanisms that will be applied and social impact that will generate short and medium term as it is presumed to be in this sector where they will stop most of the displaced. 
 Cubans "or pass or fail" is very well known phrase attributed to General Maximo Gomez (one of the most admired figures of our War of Independence) and comes very well with the recent past and present Cuban economy: the " Revolutionary Offensive "of 1968 wiped out almost all traces of economy in private hands and this did not reappear until the decade of the 90 (except for a small number of private farmers) after the collapse of the socialist camp and the end of the model-dependent rentier Union Soviet economy in shambles with a plan of measures including decriminalizing the dollar, opened the door to timid reforms of the international capital market and brought the unique phenomenon to allow the survival of the socialist system by the capitalist economy but only that in 68 "spent" and the 90 "can not", say Gómez. The limited of these reforms and the subsequent trend toward its elimination did not allow growth or generate significant endogenous development of the Cuban economy. 
 With the advent of the new Venezuelan benefactor once again the Cuban economy went into a cycle of relative stabilization of income captured by internationally and was reversed market reforms of the nineties, the statistics show a gradual decline of workers conceptualized private, in 2005 reported a figure of 665.600, the report for 2008 was 602.100 (c) and so did the small private company that was in a slow extinction process driven from the state, choking the " endogenous lifeline "because of an extraordinary lack of vision or ability on the part of planners who did not want (or could not) be aware of the structural flaws of the Cuban economy suffered a decline as the process of cancer: slow but inexorable, which had applied only short-term remedies. 
 It is now, after their arrival in Venezuelan funding stops combined with the global economic crisis, adverse weather conditions and the remnants of the U.S. embargo that the Cuban economy reveals the enormity of the disaster that is: 
-Illiquidity
-Million jobs superfluous 
-Drastic reduction in imports 
-Damaging effect of dual circulation, overvaluation of CUC, (d) 
-Progressive decrease in the share of industry in GDP formation replaced by the service economy (tourism, exports of skilled labor mainly to Venezuela) 
-Precarious agriculture, destruction of the sugar industry, branch of the economy in which Cuba had a rich history, vast experience and many other competitive advantages (climate, soil, geography, human capital, factories), obsolescence of the industrial park 
-Inability to continue to maintain the enormous size and state control over the economy. 
 To add new concerns, the recent results of the elections in Venezuela (the main trading partner of Cuba) portend that from next year will not be so easy for the current government of the South American nation to continue with the significant aid to island Caribbean after losing the ruling party a juicy slice of the National Assembly is not required to have a unique talent to take account of Venezuelan petrodollars could be in an unstable equilibrium (e), this has triggered again alarms in Havana but this time not only the people's side but also on the government side. 
The proposed solution, as before, will be the introduction of market reforms which once again try to save the socialist economy in perpetual crisis, it is now jumping relentless socialist capitalist forms of production and trade as exact magnitude, measures that may accompany (devaluation of the CUC, locating sources of funding-external "? - reformulation of wage policies, retirement and pensions adjustments in key sectors to the political image of the government such as health and education etc.) stay, and subsequent developments are to be seen and whether they will be applied straight jackets when they move from simple commodity production to more complex forms of capital accumulation-concentration. 
 At this juncture it is an experiment that is late, the question is whether it will work (do not come or will again?) Because neither socialism nor capitalism are built halfway and it is highly unlikely that future emergence of a new Venezuela in the mood to continue subsidizing the chaos.  As soon as the alarms are switched from the State Council to the poorest neighborhoods of Havana. 
Dr. Antonio LLaca
 From the city of El Tigre, Venezuela, October. 2010.  
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